
Dear Telluride School Community, 
 
As we come to the end of another week, I want to thank you all again for your positive words, support, 
and participation.  We have a lot to figure out, and again accomplished a lot this week, but time is racing 
on toward our August 19 scheduled start for students.  While we very much want to have students in 
schools for in-person instruction, the current data is not encouraging.  We are hopeful that Governor 
Polis’s recent order and potential additional orders by the county and individual towns will help to get 
the data trending in a more favorable direction.  There is definitely a connection between what happens 
out in the community and our ability to hold in-person instruction. 
 
Some highlights and requests to share: 

• Our Parent Survey closes today.  We have well over 500 responses.  Thank you to those that 
responded; it will help our planning.  If you do not and get a chance before the survey closes, 
the link is: https://forms.gle/Pf6b4URCCAUr6Fjd6 

• We had two very successful Parent Town Hall meetings this week, with over 120 attendees.  If 
you were not able to attend and would like to access the recordings, the links can be found at 
http://tellurideschool.org/ under my photo.  Again, thanks for all of your questions and 
suggestions. 

• We are finalizing our Online Registration process for getting students enrolled and registered 
prior to the start of the school year, so look for more information on that in the coming weeks. 

• We are continuing to develop a method for parents to report daily health screenings of students 
before they head off to school, whether by electronic app or another method.  If you do not yet 
own a basic household medical thermometer and have the ability to purchase one, please plan 
to do that.  We will support those families that need help obtaining a thermometer. 

• Please, please, please help your child practice wearing a mask, and try to build up their 
“endurance” over the upcoming weeks. 

• Several of you have asked how you can help support our teachers and schools.  Please consider 
joining our list of substitutes; this does not need to be an everyday or all-day commitment, but 
can be as little or as much as works for you.  For more information or to sign up, please contact 
Sue Kunz at skunz@telluride.k12.co.us, or call Sue at 369-1231.  Many of you have volunteered 
and realize we will need to more tightly control the flow of adults in and out of our buildings; 
subbing is a good alternative.   

• We know that families in the community are considering other options besides enrolling their 
children in the school district.  While each family ultimately has to make their own choice, the 
impact of a decline in district enrollment can be devastating to our funding, and that impact has 
a long-term effect.  I will put out a more detailed (but user-friendly) explanation of this in the 
near future, but just wanted to echo today what I heard in our Town Hall Meetings; decisions 
like these impact our entire school system. 

 
I appreciate everyone’s flexibility and hard work in these uncertain times, particularly our TSD staff, our 
community partners such as the Telluride Medical Center and San Miguel County Public Health, as well 
as everyone in our community.  I feel confident that together we will find the best path through the 
times ahead. 
 
Genuinely, 
John Pandolfo 
Superintendent Telluride Schools 
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